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SPORTSMEN’S EVENTS

Rally & Obedience Practice Matches
June 9, July 14, August 18, September 8,
October 13, November 17, December 15
Obedience Trials
October 27-29, 2017
(Judges: Patricia & Richard Strong)
Agility Trials
June 2-4, 2017
Barn Hunt and Nose Work Trials
We are currently waiting to be notified as
to our acceptance as a Barn Hunt Club
and as a C-Wags Nose Work Club.

Building will be closed for rentals:
Sep 16, 17, 2017
March 10, 11, 2018
Building will be closed for cleaning:
June 18, July 16, Aug 20, Sep 10, Oct 22,
Nov 19, Dec 17
Oct 30 (kitchen and meeting room
carpets)
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COMPETITION RESULTS
(For publication, please send your results to the Editor 2 weeks before publication. This date will be announced on the
email list.)

Hyde
Jaimie
Livonia KC
Sag Valley KC
Sag Valley KC
Toledo KC
Macomb KC
Macomb KC
Jaxon KC
Jaxon KC
Livonia KC
Macomb KC
Livonia KC
Oakland KC
Gr Lakes Toy KC
Sutton
Sir Duncan
Tri Cities

1/16/15
4/04/15
4/05/15
5/30/15
8/15/15
8/16/15
9/05/15
9/06/15
1/22/16
8/21/16
1/29/17
1/22/17
4/28/17

5/06/17
5/07/17
5/07/17

Widdows
Jake
Emily Anne

UKC Nose Work
Novice Exterior
Novice Vehicle
PT1-PT5 (Pre-Trial)

Best of Breed
Best of Breed
Best of Breed
Best of Breed
Best of Breed
Best of Breed
Best of Breed
Best of Breed
Best of Breed
Best of Breed
Best of Breed
Best of Breed
Best of Breed

2 pts
2 pts
1 pt
2 pts
1 pt
2 pts
2pts
1 pt
3 pts
2 pts
1 pt
4 pts
4pts

Utility B
Open B
Utility B
Open B
Utility B
Open B

Select
Select
Select
Select
Select
BOS
Select
Select
Select
Select
Select
Select
BOS

Gr Championship

192
193 UDX leg 5
nd
196.5 2 pl
196.5 UDX leg 6 High Combined
st
197 1 pl
197 UDX leg 7

Wolverine Dog Training Club
Leg 1
Leg 2
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April 22-23, 2017
Novice Vehicle Title

Barn Hunt Fun Test
May 6, 2017

On May 6, 2017 Sportsmen’s took its first step into the Barn Hunt world. This was a one-day fun test
which is required by the Barn Hunt Association (BHA) prior to being approved as a BHA Club. We
have every reason to believe that we will pass this test and be approved.
After considerable pre-planning the event started with set up on Friday evening at Zodiac Ranch in
Milford owned by Linda Lundstrom and her husband, Roy. Linda has been active in barn hunt since
its beginning. She holds trials, classes and practices on her property. (See www.getactivek9.com)
The farm has normal farm animals but also some exotics, the most noticeable being her Alpacas.
She also breeds Norwegian Buhunds. While we were there we had the pleasure of greeting a brand
new Alpaca born as we were doing setup. Throughout the weekend there were two new Alpacas and
2 new sheep! Everyone enjoyed seeing the babies as part of their unplanned entertainment!
On Saturday, we began with check in and “day of” registrations. Jessica Reddmann was kept busy
getting everyone registered and ready to go when it was time for the Instinct briefing. Provisional
Judge, Kathleen Carlson, held her first briefing and proceeded to judge a very large instinct class.
Because so many of our own people had never experienced barn hunt, this was a learning
experience for them and their dogs. From all appearances and comments, they all enjoyed it and so
did the dogs!!!
Following this, we began the Novice classes for each trial. Many of these same people were also
entered in novice along with others so we had a good novice turnout also. At noon, we enjoyed a
“catered” meal brought in by Roy. And we followed this with our open, senior and Master classes
which were smaller. The day ended around 6pm. There were a total of 80 runs which rivals the
numbers at actual trials. Everything moved along well and many compliments were heard about the
trial being well-run. There were worker’s raffles during the day and at the end of the day there was a
raffle for larger items. A lot of people went home with some nice prizes along with their fun test
ribbons and we were able to not only cover expenses but we made a good profit too!!
We were able to fill all of the jobs; as the day went on some of the more experienced people were
replaced by newer people anxious to learn the jobs so we can do it again. We were very thankful to
have enough course builders so that we could get ready for the next class without delay. The judge
provided very nicely nested courses which also helped this effort.
We can’t thank our volunteers enough for their hard work to make this a success. Now we wait
patiently to hear from the BHC that we are an approved club. Most of the summer weekends are
already booked. (We cannot hold a trial if another club has one within 200 miles of us.) We are
talking to Linda from Zodiac about using their farm in the future. And, if we have enough support, we
will be able to begin to schedule some trials for one of the few weekends left and for next year.
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The Truth About Dog Parks
Shannon Viljasoo at McCann Professional Dog Trainers
https://mccanndogs.com/blog/211-the-truth-about-dog-parks
Dog parks have really become a big deal. They are used daily by hundreds of families with dogs. They romp,
run, play and wrestle. Sometimes, they just hang out. It often reminds me of McDonalds Play Place. Throw a
bunch of random kids together and they're bound to hit it off, right? As a child, it was my favourite restaurant to
eat in.
A Kid's Meal with a toy and a place to play with bouncy horses, ball pits, Merry-Go-Rounds and slides.
McDonalds knew that if they built it, the kids would come - and the kids would bring their family! It was brilliant
marketing on their part. The kids, after all, are typically the ones who get to choose where. The parents were
happy because after eating, they got to chat while the kids played in the little windowed cell - safe and
contained. What kid wouldn't love it at the Play Place? Well, there are some. The ones who get bullied by other
kids. The ones who get hurt. As a kid, I remember an incident where I was pushed from behind by a child on
the slide. I didn't know him. I wasn't sure if he was impatient and I was taking too long or if he truly was looking
to bully me. All I know is I ended up with a goose egg on my head and a fat lip where I bit down hard. My mom
came running in to help me and after attending to my immediate needs, she turned to find both child and
parent had vanished. They were nowhere to be seen.
That was early on in the days when McDonalds first realized that marketing to children was beneficial. We saw
exciting colours and fun and wanted to be part of it! We didn't have access to the information we do now. We
made decisions based on different factors back then - the Play Place seemed safe and magical! Fast forward
to today and the accessibility of details at your fingertips. Google "Play Place Accidents". I got almost 5 million
results in less than one second! Now, I'm quite certain that not all 5 million results are horrific incidents, but
likely, a few of them are. Now Google "Dog Park Accidents". Not quite as big a list at 1.5 million, but still a lot of
incidents including Spectator articles about dogs being killed.
We don't recommend the traditional use of Dog Parks. With the lack of structure and complete anonymity,
it can be a powder keg just waiting for a spark. With the stories that we are privy to, we know that it's not worth
the risk. None of our staff would ever go to one. Check with any vet and I'm quite certain that they've all seen
tremendous injury as a result of Leash-Free Dog Parks as well. So, the question is, are you willing to take the
risk? There are, of course, a balance of facts. Probably most days go by without incident at the Dog Park. With
a little planning and some rules to follow, it can be a fun experience. So, how do you decide if the risk is worth
it? I would break it down to the following:

WHO IS M AINTAINING THE P ARK?
First off, let's look at possible dangers in the environment itself. Is anyone cleaning up at the Park and
watching out for debris and possible sharp objects? Broken bottles can be a giant hazard for interested dogs.
Garbage such as cooked chicken bones and corn cobs can prove fatal to dogs, if swallowed. Is someone
maintaining the park and making sure these dangers are removed? Of course these same dangers can be said
of any park, not just the Dog Park, however at a regular park, you are likely supervising your dog completely or
using your leash to keep them close.

WHO IS V ISITING THE P ARK?
How big is the park? How many dogs are present at any given time? For those who have small dogs, a frenzy
of excitement over a small dog running loose can escalate quickly in a group of dogs. Small dogs can be hurt
badly if even one dog sees them as potential prey.
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WHO IS M ONITORING THE INTERACTION?
We ask every new client if they visit Leash-Free Parks or Doggie Daycare. The answer gives us great
information about the dog coming into class. So, which answer do we prefer? Hands down, Doggie Daycare.
At minimum in a reputable daycare, there is an attendant who will be well versed in canine body language.
They will recognize that not all dogs are meant to be loose together and will split groups into appropriate
players. They will know the dogs and when a new dog is introduced to the group, it will usually be one dog at a
time. They will be able to read body language and redirect dogs at the earliest signs that something is about to
go wrong. At a leash-free park, who is taking on this task? If there are 10 dogs, all belonging to people who
don't know how to read body language, who is going to recognize and stop it when a fight is about to erupt?

DOES M Y DOG LIKE THE P ARK?
This is GIANT! There's a fallacy out that suggests that all dogs love playing with other dogs. This is just not
true - not all dogs want to play with strange dogs. Not all dogs are comfortable and confident in a group of
dogs. Not all dogs know how to play nicely. There are actually plenty of bullies out there that prey on more
insecure dogs. We hear about people bringing their aggressive dogs to Leash-Free parks to have them "work it
out" all of the time. Do you want your dog interacting with those dogs? Do you know how to judge if your dog
enjoys the park? If your dog hangs back and hides behind you, would you leave with them or would you
encourage them to go and play? The dog who hides behind you is clearly saying he's not interested in playing.
Forcing the interaction can lead to disaster. It also causes your dog to lose trust in you. It only takes one
incident for a dog to be very put off by other dogs and this will lead to problems in other parts of life.

WHO SHOULD GO?
If you are going to use Leash-Free Dog Parks, we recommend the following:
Visit at times when you know the dogs who are in the park. Perhaps arrange a playgroup at specific times.
 Educate yourself on canine body language so that you can read what's truly happening
 If a new dog enters and you have any doubt about them being friendly, throw social etiquette out the
window, call your dog and leave.
 Stay with your dog and watch them closely. We've all heard about the dog owner sitting in the car while
their dog runs loose in the park. Not a good way to go about it at all. Be close by and don't get so
distracted in conversations with others that you miss what's happening with your dog.
 Be sure you have a good recall so that you can get your dog back quickly if need be.
 Listen to your dog! If they don't want to play that day, don't force it. Listen to what they're telling you and
leave. They may have an upset stomach or something may be sore. They may dislike the vibe one of
the other dogs is giving off. Listen to your dog! They may not want to interact that day.
 Have a first aid kit and an emergency vet location handy so that if there is an incident, you can deal
with it quickly.
In the end, it's up to you to decide whether or not to use Leash-Free Dog Parks. We hope that if you do, you
will use due care and caution to keep your dogs safe from any potential harms.
As always, Happy Training!

Shannon Viljasoo at McCann Professional Dog Trainers
https://mccanndogs.com/blog/211-the-truth-about-dog-parks
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April Puppy Class

1930 Tobsal Court
Warren, MI
888-637-9595

