MAY/JUNE 2021
Editor: Beth Widdows

SPORTSMEN’S EVENTS

See Website
Agility: Mar 4-6, 2022
AKC Obedience/Rally: Oct 29-31, 2021
(Premium on website)
AKC Scent Work: Nov 20-21, 2021
(Premium not yet available)

Floor Cleaning
(Generally happens very early or very late)

July 25, August29, September 26, October24,
November1, Dec 19
Rentals
Linda-- July 10-11, August 7-8, September 1112, October 9-10, November 20-21, December 7
& 14
(information provided by Mildred Krnacik)
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COMPETITION RESULTS
Loc/date

Sport

/Velvet

--/6/4
--/6/4

AKC Agility
Open Std/Jumpers
Open Fast Preferred
AKC Fast Cat

/Wigeon
/Castle

--/6/6
--/7/10

Keys/Chocolatta

Widdows/Emily Anne

Score/pl/leg

Brkfld OH/5/7-9/21
CCDAC 6/21/21
Gazehd 7/12, 13

4 legs

STDC/4/24/21
AADTC /5/14/21
COM-FLT/5/28/21
5/29/21
5/29/21

OAJ, OA
OFP
D-CAT
D-CAT

AKC Scent Work
Exterior Advanced
Overall Advanced Title
Master Buried
AKC Agility
EXC JWW
MST JWW
MST JWW
EXC STD
AKC Fast Cat
6 legs
2 legs

STDC/ 4/24/21

Title

--/--/3

SEA
SWA

--/--/1
100/1/3
100/-/1
100/-/2
100/1/2

AXJ

18.28 Trial 1
18.36 Trial 2

B-CAT

Winkles/KeKe Keke finished her AKC Championship on July 4 at the Lima, OH cluster with her second and third
majors plus a Group 4! She is now CH Eaglehill-South Right On Key. In just 4 weekends out, she finished at only
11 1/2 mo. old. Keke is my 4th owner/handled Champion.
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2021 MUD RUN!
https://www.facebook.com/BackwoodsK9

The 2021 Alpha Team Challenge K-9 Adventure Race was attended by members Leslie Keys
with Wigeon and Beth Widdows with Emily Anne. Associate member, Melissa Morgan attended
the following day. You might like to learn about this event which most people don’t even know
exists!
The setting is rural (Richmond area) and is mainly attended by people with larger dogs but there
were a few smaller dogs too. Many are there to try to win the race…..some are there just to see
if they can do it! The challenges remind you of movies you have seen of army bootcamp
obstacle courses! The course is 1.5 miles covering steep hills to climb up and down, a mud pit
which challenges you to even move your legs (and keep your shoes), much less help your dog
through, multiple river crossings including one on a swinging “bridge” (in quotes because it is
nothing more than planks loosely tied together and on pontoons, partly above and largely in the
water), and much more.
Emily wore a life jacket and I was very glad I made that choice because she did fall in while we
were crossing the bridge! When swimming, she insisted on swimming towards the nearest land
which was often not where we were going! But she never gave up. She refused to climb
through the mud pit, so I had to carry her. Even so when she came out, she had very black legs
below her white body! There was a path littered with fallen logs and trees which had to be
climbed or crawled under; in places there were obstacles lined up so that you had to go over one
and under the next, then over another and under another. There was a shooting range (The
targets were never in any danger from me!) Towards the end there was a steep hill covered in
tires which had to be climbed. It didn’t help that Emily really wanted to get to the woods off to the
side more than she wanted to go up! The fellow at that obstacle kept asking if I was alright! But I
intended to get up that hill one way or the other and finally we did!
I suspect I was their oldest contestant. I told them that I wore a bright yellow shirt to help them
find the body afterwards! I’m afraid Leslie beat me out for the last place trophy, but we were
really close, both at about 30 minutes. Afterwards, they offered an outdoor shower to get the
mud off and a place to change into dry clothes. I’m afraid the bright yellow shirt was too far gone
to salvage. But it was replaced by a bright red shirt from the Challenge.
We had a lot of fun and the satisfaction of knowing that we made it through. Take a look at the
link above for about 2000 photos! You might want to try it yourself next year!
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On June 12, Wigeon participated for the 5th time in the annual Alpha Team Challenge put
on by BackWoods K-9. It is a mile and a half agility/obstacle/mud/torture racecourse
designed for protection dogs but open for all comers. It includes an optional bite scenario
which we pass on, crawling under tires, over walls, through spider ropes, across tippy
planks over chest deep water, waist deep mud, and straight up a 70-degree incline with
only a rope to aid you. The dogs must be on leash the entire time and both handler and
dog must tackle all obstacles. At one point, the handler is required to carry the dog 20
feet over a small boardwalk.
It is one of the high points of my summer. The best part is that all these people are so friendly
and helpful. They spend their time cheering each other on and they all know Wigeon. They love
to see him meet the challenges. In spite of his small stature, he has a big attitude and never
says "enough."
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(Go to the website for more information)
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1930 Tobsal Court
Warren, MI
888-637-9595

